Bruce Cochrane Workshop
4 day workshop over 2 weekends – February 18, 19, 25 and 26, 2011
10 am to 4 pm each day

Cost: $275

Limit of 10 participants

Location: Mississauga Potters’ Guild

Bruce Cochrane is a well-known Canadian ceramic artist who has been working with clay for over 30 years. He has taught ceramics at Sheridan and continues to teach workshops and exhibits internationally. Bruce has work in many collections including The Gardiner Museum of Ceramic Art in Toronto, Victoria and Albert Museum in London, and the Canadian Museum of Civilization in Ottawa. For more information on Bruce, check out his website at http://www.brucecochrane.ca
Artist Statement:

After 30 years of working in clay, utility continues to serve as the foundation for my ideas. The pots I make, no matter how simple or complex, are meant to be experienced on a physical and contemplative level. The way an object carries, lifts, cradles, pours and contains are properties which I strive to make engaging for the user, offering more than just convenience. Pottery has the potential to affect peoples lives in a very real way. The challenge is to go beyond the mundane and purely technical solutions which only compete with a vast industrial market. The pottery I find most compelling in terms of its vitality and its reflection of the maker are those who reach back into the traditions of vessel making not simply in reproduction but rather how these historical models are reinterpreted and revitalized to have more relevance to contemporary society. (Bruce Cochrane; http://www.brucecochrane.ca)
Participant Level – Intermediate to Advanced – should be able to throw and forms and vessels with large amounts of clay. 

Agenda:

Day 1 
  Demonstration of four functional objects which use different throwing and assembling techniques
· The square lidded box

· The oval covered serving dish
·  Composite vase form 
· Thrown and pinched
Day 2
· Slides of other potters work that reflects similar approaches to your project.
· Begin working on a selected approach or try all four to see which feels worth pursuing. There will be individual instruction throughout the day.
· During the week Bruce would like the participants to focus on one approach, master the technique and produce some personal variations on my examples
Day 3 
· Suggestion period on objects that were made during the week.
· Continue refining the  forms with suggestions made from group critique
· Individual guidance throughout the day.
Day 4
· Make final series based on student’s last results OR  want try a new technique
· Individual guidance throughout the day.
Supplies 

Participants should bring the following for this workshop.

· Clay – 1 box (not included in the cost of the workshop

· Pottery Tools

Lunch
Participants should bring their own lunch and non-alcoholic beverages. Other options are:

Peroni’s Pizza – in the same mall as the guild

Tim Horton’s – S. Sheridan Way

Notes
· Glazing and firing will not be included in the scope of this workshop. Students may glaze and fire pieces at a late date.

· Cleanup as per regular requirements of the Mississauga Potters’ guild is required.
